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Government road planners’ original 1965 vision for Corridor H,  now the last highway to be built in the Appalachian Regional Commission highway system, was to connect  I-79 at Weston in central West Virginia with I- 81and I-66 at Strasburg, VA. The intent was economic development.    
Except for another controversial section in Tucker County, WV, much of the 130-mile Corridor H has been built east of Weston, but the sprawling four-lane hasn’t drawn half the traffic WV Division of Highways (WVDOH) projected in 1996. Really—should half a billion of our federal tax dollars be spent to extend this little-used ribbon of concrete and asphalt from Wardensville in Hardy County, WV to the VA state line?  To many residents and environmental groups, Corridor H is a road to nowhere-- especially since the Commonwealth of Virginia has gone on record against building a four-lane, divided highway for 15 miles through Virginia’s forests, farmland, and the Cedar Creek-Belle Grove  National Historical Park to connect it to I 81. So have the town of Strasburg and Shenandoah County.
Nevertheless, after a 20-year delay due to environmental lawsuits settled in year 2000, WVDOH has revived its plan to build Corridor H to the VA state line on top of Great North Mountain.  This 7.2-mile section of four-lane would funnel traffic abruptly onto Route 55, a two-lane Virginia Scenic Byway, 15 miles short of the intended connection to I-81. No wonder Corridor H is known as the “Highway to Nowhere.”
 It would seem that repairing bridges would be a higher budget priority around the Mountain State, which professional highway engineers rank #1 in the U.S. in deficient bridges. But West Virginia politicians, showing an “edifice complex” to build big things instead of fixing urgent needs, are sticking to this 1965 vision: to pave the corridor to the state line and force Virginia to build its 15 miles.  
Citizen groups in WV and VA, led by Wilderness Committee and Stewards of the Potomac Highlands, have long opposed this segment of Corridor H, citing traffic counts of around 2500 vehicles per day on the existing Route 55/48  which simply don’t justify such a large highway.
 They have urged the highway agencies to instead consider spot safety improvements to Route 55 such as turning lanes and passing lanes—similar to how WVDOH improved Route 50, a much more heavily traveled two-lane highway, east of Romney.
But highwaymen continue to plow ahead. After issuing a Supplemental Environmental  on the Wardensville to Virginia line section of Corridor H in 2025, WVDOH and Federal Highway Administration announced a Finding of No Significant Impact on Jan. 6, 2026, despite numerous comments by citizens and environmental groups challenging the purpose, location and design of the project.  With all the opportunities for public comments passed, WVDOH announced plans to issue a call for bids to build Corridor H in April of this year.   The only way for Corridor H to stop the bulldozers is now in court.
On  April -----,  2026 , the environmental groups  Stewards of the Potomac Highlands and Virginia Wilderness Committee, represented by attorneys Andrea Ferster and Brad Stephens, filed suit against WVDOH and the Federal Highway Administration in the Northern District federal court in West Virginia.   Our team  will argue that the highway agencies failed to consider less expensive and less environmentally damaging alternatives to building the $540 million section. 
Here are some reasons we oppose Corridor H and recommend spot improvements to the existing Route 55 from Wardensville across Great North Mountain:
       (each reason can later link to a page  which elaborates on it)
1. Impact on the GWNF.  The Wardensville to Virginia line section Corridor H would cut a wide swath through 2.4 miles of the George Washington National Forest, destroying 300 acres of intact older growth forest on Great North Mountain and fragmenting a crucial wildlife corridor.  Great North Mountain is prime habitat for the Wood turtle, which is being considered for listing as an Endangered Species.  Researcher Steve Krichbaum has already documented roadkill on the existing 2-lane Rt. 55.  A wider highway with faster traffic will result in far more roadkill and disruption of Wood turtle habitat and movement.  Krichbaum has tracked Wood turtles from Virginia that move across Great North Mountain to the cold streams in WV where they forage for crayfish and other invertebrates.
(NOTE:  Can we show a map of Cor. H focusing on where it crosses GWNF? Also we can link to one of Steve Krichbaum’s pieces on the Wood Turtle))   

2. Impact on the historic town and water of Wardensville:   Instead of  helping economic development Town residents and officials have commented that the Corridor H four-lane passing near historic Main Street but not accessing it will result in a loss of tourist and local business.   Additionally, excavation would cut into Anderson’s Ridge, the Wellhead Protection Area for the aquifer supplying the town’s water.  WVDOH has promised the town it will fix the water system if construction damages it,  but we would rather see this sensitive karst-related terrain, with its hard sandstone-limestone rock, not attacked in the first place.   Trout streams in the Cacapon watershed, Trout Run and Waites Run, would be disturbed by construction huge Corridor H piers.  Construction on other sections of Corridor H resulted in dozens of water quality violations.   (Link to Chadd’s piece on Wville, also maps of historic district and pix of historic bldgs and businesses)

, 
3. Big Schloss National Scenic Area Proposal.  Corridor H would decapitate the northern end of VWC’s proposed bi-state Big Schloss National Scenic Area that spans across Great North Mountain and includes Half Moon Mountain, Mill Mountain, and Paddy Mountain in Shenandoah and Frederick Counties in VA and Hardy County in WV.  This 30,000-acre natural area boasts unique geologic outcrops, rich wildlife habitat, pristine native trout streams, and outstanding recreational opportunities.    (link to Lynn’s piece on Big Schloss)

4. Hazardous Tuscarora Trail Crossing.  The 250-mile Tuscarora Trail, part of the Great Eastern Trail, follows the ridgeline of Great North Mountain.  Corridor H would end at the state line where Tuscarora Trail users cross Rt. 55.  Hikers, backpackers, equestrians, mountain bikers, and hunters already have difficulty crossing Rt. 55 in a curve.   Corridor H would draw more traffic moving at a faster speed, thereby making the highway crossing even more hazardous. WVDOH has not offered any mitigation for this significant safety issue.   (link to maps and info on trail)
. 
	HOW  YOU CAN HELP STOP A WASTEFUL, HARMFUL ROAD TO NOWHERE:

1. Contribute to our Corridor H legal Defense Fund set up through the tax deductible 501c3 nonprofit Virginia Wilderness Committee.  (link to donor site)

2. Write to  public officials  (link to their websites) 

WV Gov, US Senators, Congress rep
VA Gov, US Senators, Congress rep


